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Exhibit 4 DuPont Statement. Refutes judicial reasoning that 
Tyvek attracts GSR. 
 

TYVEK DOES NOT ATTRACT GSR 

DuPont Company who is a major Tyvek manufacturer reports on the Internet at 
http://www.tyvek.com/na/covers/english/ as follows: 

“Tyvek® spun-bonded olefin is a unique DuPont material that provides protection 
in all kinds of applications. Tyvek® suits offer high strength and provide an 
excellent barrier in light splash situations as well as many dry particulates, 
including asbestos, lead dust, and even radioactive dusts. Some other applications 
include general maintenance, food processing, and painting. Tests show that 
Tyvek® maintains it level of barrier protection after being subjected to abrasion 
and flexing. Tyvek® garments retain their shape and will not stretch out after 
keeling and bending. No other material on the market has the superior protective 
properties, comfort and endurance of Tyvek®…. These garments are made of 
DuPont's Tyvek®, smooth side out. Tyvek® is lightweight, low linting, anti-static, 
and is a superior mechanical barrier.”   
 
On Wednesday, March 24, 2004 in a telephone conference with an official 
representative of DuPont, a manufacturer of Tyvek, Mr. Craig Waldron at 888-
521-4690 was asked for a statement about Tyvek attracting gunpowder residue.  
Mr. Waldron stated that Tyvek is flash spun material of poly olefin and that it is 
anti-static treated for packaging.  He also stated that Tyvek is designed to hold out 
particulate up to 0.5 microns in diameter in particles, and that Tyvek has a hard 
finish inside and outside for cleanroom work.  As for gun shot residue, Mr. 
Waldron stated that he has recently begun working with Evident Crime Scene 
Products in Union Hall, VA, which is a distributor to forensic sciences and police 
laboratories.  The idea of Tyvek giving some sort of advantage as far as attracting 
particles (including gunpowder residue) seemed implausible to him because of the 
makeup of the material.  In fact, Mr. Waldron stated that DuPont has not tested for 
this but, given the usage of Tyvek by crime scene investigators, it would be a 
worthwhile test to perform in their laboratories. 
 
See sample of Tyvek material [attached hereto as page 3 of this exhibit] as a 
demonstration of the Anti-Static characteristics of this material. 

http://www.tyvek.com/na/covers/english/
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Exhibit 4 Dr. Larkin & Earl Mundt Statements. Refutes judicial 
reasoning that Tyvek attracts GSR 
 

TYVEK DOES NOT ATTRACT GSR 

Glenn Larkin, M.D. forensic pathologist and co-author of “The Crime Scene-
Evidence” in Wecht’s encyclopedic work, The Forensic Sciences, wrote in an 
email dated March 19, 2004 at 6:31 p.m.: 

“The statement that Tyvek attracts residue is a fact not in evidence, not 
submitted by either side, and totally ex parte.  In point of fact, I believe that 
the surface is electro-neutral.  

You will see from the sample submitted that it does not have a charged 
surface that would attract anything; in fact it probably repels dirt, grime and 
water.” 

I have used Tyvek envelopes to send my documents out for a long time, and 
I have never seen one get dirty.  This [assertion by the judge] is blatantly 
misleading, presumably from Ed Moran, and accepted by his honor without 
a thought, in an ex-parte communication.  In any event, Tyvek is more likely 
than not electrically neutral or repels foreign matter.” (emphasis added) 

Mr. Earl W. Mundt, Police Firearms Instructor, certified by the FBI & NRA, who 
conducted the weapons test for the AR-7 on May 4, 2002 in Mobile, Alabama, 
wrote in an email dated March 20, 2004 at 7:09 a.m.: 

“The prime reason we used the Tyvek suit was to make sure we had a totally 
clean material that had no other residue on it.  These suits are mostly used by 
people working in dirty environments, such as grinding on fiberglass, to 
keep the fibers off their skin and to be able to make a garment that can be 
thrown away that will protect the worker from contamination.  As far as the 
ideal conditions we worked in an area larger than the kitchen would have 
been.  This would make it easier for the residue to disperse and not be 
collected on the shooter.” (emphasis added). 
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Exhibit 4 – Sample Tyvek Material as a demonstration of the Anti-Static 
characteristics of this material. Refutes judicial reasoning that Tyvek attracts 
GSR. 
 

TYVEK DOES NOT ATTRACT GSR 
 
 
[insert piece of actual Tyvek material] 


